
Pumpkin Facts  
Pumpkins are fruits, not vegetables.  They are 90% water 
and can eclipse 1,000 pounds.  

Early North American colonists would slice off the top of 
pumpkins, scoop out the seeds, fill the pumpkin with 
milk, spices, and honey.  This would be baked in hot 

ashes and led to the creation of pumpkin pie.  

Pumpkins originated in Central America and were un-
known in Europe before Columbus.  Jacques Cartier, a 

16th century French explorer, reported encountering ñgros 
m elonsò along the S t. Law rence R iver.  In 16th century E nglish, 
this w as translated as ñponpions,ò w hich  becam e pum pkins. 
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 Halloween Comes  
 Knocking Each Month  
 Every month this fall and winter, the utility will send you a bill.  With rising 

energy prices, the arrival of the utility bill is worse than a visit by the scariest 
ghoul or goblin.  The utility bill is Halloween every month.  Oh joy! 

 
Just w h en  you though t energy prices couldn õt go h igh er, th eyõre risin g again .  T he U .S . 
E n ergy In form ation  A dm in istration õs S hort T erm  E n ergy O utlook projects N orth  
American heating fuel costs to rise across the board. 
 
Comparing 2006 to 2005, #2 fuel oil will cost 9% more, residential electricity will cost 19% 
more, and natural gas will cost 9% more 
 

òS upplies of n atural gas are reported to be am ple,ó accordin g to Joh n  M errill, a housin g 
specialist w ith  th e U n iversity of W iscon sin .  òP rices are already h igh er th an  th ey 
w ere last year at th is tim e an d are expected to rise furth er th is w in ter.ó 
 
In other words, every month the utility will send you the scariest imaginable Hal-
loween Card in the form of your utility bill. 
 

Fortunately, there are step you can take to make the utility bill a little less 
frightening this winter, starting with your water heater... 

 
¶ 14% of your utility bill is water heating  
 
¶ Your water heater is the #2 energy user 

in the home  
 
¶ A water heater over ten years old is 

probably 50% efficient or less  
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